SUMMARY

Line is a fundamental element of design because it greatly influences the use of other elements in dress.

*
When variation, direction, and location of lines are decided upon
they may be structurally and decoratively incorporated.  Structural techniques include construction lines, garment edges, and creases or folds.  Decorative methods include construction details, fabric patterns, or applied linear trims.  For some garments, structural lines may provide all necessary decorative appeal.  Because line establishes the framework of a garment, command of its use controls the garment’s total appearance.

LINE, SHAPE, FORM

LINE:
FLAT

SHAPE:
2D

FORM:
3D

I.  DEFINITIONS 

  A.  LINE:  The edge or outline of a garment and the style 



    lines that divide the space within a garment

  B.  SHAPE:  Flat 2-D space enclosed by a series of lines or 



      curves

  C.  FORM:    A 3-D volume of space enclosed by the surfaces 



       of shapes

*Clothing Design uses 2-D and 3-D lines, shapes and forms


-2-D is usually decorative (i.e. motifs or appliques) but 


 may be structural like a collar or pocket


-True structural design (that which effects performance


 and fit) is 3-D.

II.  VISUAL ILLUSIONS

  A.
STRAIGHT LINES/SQUARES/CUBES


1.  Emphasizes angularity of body


2.  Types:



a.  Vertical




-slims




-heightens



b.  Horizontal




-directs eye across body




-adds width and shortens



c.  Diagonal




-can slim figure by directing eye from shoulder




 to hip level




-too many lines can add width and clutter 

  B.   CURVES/CIRCLES/SPHERE


1.  Emphasizes body roundness


2.  UNRESTRAINED (irregular space)



a.  draws attention to that area of body (i.e. gathered 



     (skirt)


b.  greatest possibility for increased perception of

 
     width


  C.
DIAGONALS/TRIANGLES/PYRAMIDS


1.  Eye will focus on area of greatest width


2.  Can create a better balanced body by using creatively

  D.   UNEVEN LINES/SHAPES/FORMS


1.  Uneven spacing causes eye to measure height or width


     between shapes


2.  Forces eye to look at segments instead of whole

III.  SUMMARY


A.  Line/Shape/Form must:

- work together to create a unified look



- work together to compliment wearer's body form


B.  Design Implications

-choose an overall shape and form to dictate    silhouette and create variety or interest with small details

